ERIENDS in LONDON; 


Several curious an 
Relation to the late Conlpirg@FaFainſt the King of-_. 
Portugal; with a circumſtantial and affecting Ac 
count of the Behaviour of the principal Conſpira- 
tors at the Place of E who 1 at. 
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LISBON, =o the 20th, 1759. 
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and my other Friends in England, to 
trouble you with: a few Lines, as often 
83 any Thing material enough ſhould hap- 
pen here; to authorize my taking that Li- 
berty, I now fit down to give ygn an 
Account (as well as 1 am am able, from 
the beſt Intelligence I could gather) af 
the late Commotion at Liſben. I dare 
ſwear the publick Papers have already af- 
forded you many different Repatrts-with Re- 
gard to our Conſpiracy ; I am ſure the 
Scene which I beheld laſt Saturday in Con- 
ſequence af it, will never be ont of my 


Mind as long as I live: But I ſhall be⸗ * 


* 0 B 


$.4 


$3, WV 
4 
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gin Things in order, only hoping that you 


will excuſe the Roughneſs of my Stile, 
ſince nothing but my ardent Defire to gra- 
tify you, &c. Sc. Gc. 


It was about Ten o' Clock at Night, 
on the Third Day of September laſt, that 
his moſt Faithful Majeſty the King of Por- 
tugal, after having been to pay a Viſit, 
was returning again to the royal Palace at 
Belem, a Nobleman of the firſt Quality be- 
ing at the ſame Time in the Calaſb with 
him, when he was attacked in the cloſe 
Road, about three Quarters of an Enghſh 
Mile from that Place, by three armed 
Men in Diſguiſe ; one of which, bolting 
ſuddenly from behind ſome Trees, diſ- 
charged a Blunderbuſs, loaded with Sluggs, 
full in the back of the Carriage ; by which 
the King was deſperately wounded in the 
Arm; and the Nobleman, who fat by 
him, in two or three difterent Places. 


One 
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One would think, that the Shock of 
fuch a Salute, ſhould have been enough 
to deprive them of all Senſe and Motion; 
but, on the contrary, ſuch was the Pro- 
vidence of God at that Moment, that they 
had the Preſence of Mind to couch down 
in the Bottom of the Machine (it was very 
large) by which Means they ſheltered them- 
ſelves from the ſucceeding Shot, and ſo eſ- 
caped otherwiſe inevitable Death. For almoſt 
inſtantly after the firſt Fire, three Blunder- 
buſſes were diſcharged at once, which went 
through and through the upper Part of the 
Calaſh on every Side, killing the Coachman 
dead upon the Spot, and wounding the 
Poſtilion and one of the Mules. After this 
the Aſaulters, favoured by the Darkneſs, 
or rather Duſe, got clear off. 


| You may perhaps be ſurprized, Sir, 
that his Majeſty ſhould be without Atten- 
B 2 dance 
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dance upon this Gen and really, con- 
ſidering the uſual State and Pride which the 
Portugueſe take upon them, it is ſomewhat 
extraordinary. Yet certain it is, that ſo 
far from having Guards, or any Thing like 
them, he had not even the common Re- 
tinue of a private Gentleman, a Footman on 
Horſe- back: However, the Exploſion of 
Confpirators's Pieces, ſoon . e 
that Way. 


At firſt * could not imagine what 
had happened; but how ſhall I deſcribe 
the Horror and Confuſion which reigned 
as ſoon as they found how the Caſe really 
was! The Sight of their wounded, and 
as they thought, murdered King (for 
by this Time, through Loſs of Blood, his 
Majeſty had fainted) threw them into ſuch 
Conſternation, that purſuing the Aſſaſins 
was the leaſt of their Thoughts. In a Word, 
Sir, it was above half an Hour ere a Litter, 
and proper Officers, could be got to bring 

| his 


_ 

- his Majeſty to the Palace, during which 
Time he remained in the open Road 
a bleeding Spectacle. And after he had got 
to Bed, and his Phyſicians about, by what 


I can learn, the Court, for the Remainder 


of the Night, was the moſt diſmal Scene 
that can poflibly be conceived, 


This tragical Event fell out ſo late, that 
for that Night Lisbon flept ſecure in its 
Ignorance; nor indeed was it publickly 
ſpoken of there next Morning, though ſe- 
veral Perſons in the City were fully ap. 
prized of it. All you could obſerve was 
a Horror in every Body's Countenance, 
from whence you might gather that ſome 
fatal Accident had happened; but Nobo- 
dy fpoke, unleſs it was in Whiſper to a 
particular Friend. Well, Sir, this conti- 
nued till about Two o Clogk at Noon, 
when a Proclamation was iſſued, ſignifying, 


that the Government of the Kingdim was 
| COM» 


(6) 


committed to a Regency; and at the ſame 
Time ſtrictly prohibiting all Converſation 
with regard to Affairs of State, which Peoe 
ple were commanded not even to mention, 
J 
at their Pe cr il. 


It was now univerſally believed that the 
King was dead ; and as every One was 
afraid to make Enquiries, that Belief dai- 
ly gained Ground, till his Majeſty being 
quite out of Danger, the Court began to 
grow leſs cautious, and the Publick were 
at once freed from their diſagreeable Fear 

and Silence. But what was very odd, 
Sir, the Government ſeemed to give itſelf 
no Concern at all to come to the Bottom 
of this Affair; nor indeed was there any 
more Mention made about who the Con- 
ſpirators ſhould be, or whether they were 
Conſpirators, or only common Highwaymer, 
who did not know his Majeſty's Equipage, | 
than if ſuch an extraordinary Outrage 


had 


475 


bad never been committed. To ſay the 

Truth, every Thing ſeemed to wear a 
Kind of gloomy Silence; and People could 
not help obſerving, that all the Troops were 
drawing down towards the Metropolis ; be- 
| fides that, they were making a univerſal. 
Change in the Officers of the Army. But 
what I am moſt ſurprized at, is, that the 
Conſpirators themſelves did not take the 
Hint to abſcond upon thoſe Overtures; yet 
ſo far were they from it, that w was re- 
marked the Duke D' Aveiro was oftener at 
Court than any other Nobleman; nor did 
they perceive the gathering Wunder, till 
the Bolt fell upon them. ; 


His Majeſty had now for ſome Time 
begun to ſhew himſelf in Publick; and it 
was a Kind of Teſtimony of Joy for his 
Recovery, that ſeveral publick Entertain- 
ments immediately took place. Among 
the Reſt, Sir, our Exgliſb Fattory gave a Ball, 

on 


685 
on the 28th of December in the Evening, 
to which moſt of the Portugueze Nobility 
were invited; and, among the Reſt, the 
Duke D' Aveiro, his Dutcheſs, and Sor. I 
was there, and ſaw them all dance; GOD 
knows, I little thought what was in their 
Hearts, and ſhortly they had Cauſe to 
change their merry Looks. About One in 
the Morning the Company broke up; and 
as Precedence is greatly minded in Portugal, 
no-body, you may be ſure, would preſume 
to ſtir till the Duke was gone. But how 
were ſome of the Company furprized, 
when coming to the outward Door ſoon 
after, in order to go Home, they were de- 
nied Permiſſion! and looking a little clo- 
ſer, ſaw all the Avenues full of armed 
Troops. No-body knew the Cauſe of this, 
and therefore every one was frighted out 
of their Wits. But the Embargo was ſoon 
taken off, and the whole Affair blown, 
that the Duke D' Aveiro, his Dutcheſs, and 


Son, 


69 
Son, were arreſted for being in che Con- 
ſpiracy againſt the King. and that no- 
body was ſuffered to ſtit out till after they 
had been N W in Friſon. 1. alia 
V1 >Jd ovsd fun z ru. 

3 never was any Things more art- 
fully managed than this whole Scheme ; 
for during the Interval of the Ball, while 
the Conſpirators were engaged, all the 
Troops were brought into the Toyp. 
The Houſes: of every one. of them was 
ſurrounded, and all their Friends and Do- 
meſticks ſeized, even to the youngeſt Child. 

and the meaneſt Servant. It is ſaid that the 
»Dutcheſs D. Abeiro immediately confeſſed, 
but the Duke perſiſted in his Innocence, till 
both he and his Son being put to the Rack, 
they two laid open the whole Conſpiracy. 


If one may credit Reports, the Cruel- 


ties that have been executed upon theſe 
unfortunate wicked Wretches, have ſur- 


C paſſed 


—— — 
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_ paſſed any Thing ever known: and indeed, 
if one may judge from the Appearance 


they made at Execution, and the diabolical 
Pain ſome of them ſuffered there, their 


precedent Tortures muſt have been very 
barbarous. 


But, Sir, you may wonder how his Ma- 


jeſty got Intelligence of this Conſpiracy. 
Why truly, the Account is ſomething 
romantick; but I will venture to give it 
vou, becauſe I am certain it is very true. 


The Duke D' Aveiro and his two Bravos, 


one of which has ſince abſconded, who 


waylaid the King, having, as they thought, 
executed their horrid Deſign, immediately 


made off towards Libon, where they came 
to the Houſe of one of the Ruffians. His 


Wife ſeeing the Duke, and having her 


Brother (a Glover in the Town) with her 
ot that Moment, thruſt them into the Clo- 
| "RE | ſet 


( IT ) 
ſet of the Room, where ſhe then was, and 
the Conſpirators immediately after entered. 
Her Hurry and Fright was ſo great, for 
it ſeems this had been a uſual Place of 
Meeting (though it ſeems that ſhe was to- 
tally ignorant of their Secrets) that the 
poor Woman did not know what the was 
/} doing. Here, Sir, this Glover remained 
during the Reſt of the Night, and to this 
inſignificant Fellow was owing the Diſ- 
covery of the Conſpirators: for the Duke 
ö began to talk of their Exploit, and De- 
5 figns with the utmoſt Freedom: The Duke 
ſaid in particular, that bis Mind miſgave 
| | Uium, they had not diſpatched the King quite; 7 
44 but the other twoſaid, they were ſure he 
could not eſcape. Aye, anſwered the Duke, 
| with an Oath, but we ſhould not have kft 
the Place till ue had ocular Demonſtration 


of bis being dead. „ 


But, Sir, not to tire you with uſeleſs 
Repetitions, let it ſuffice to ſay, that 
they remained here for ſome Time, till 

| _ they 


(12) 
they thought every thing was huſhed: and 
quiet, and then departed without ſearching: 


the Room for Eves-droppers, which doubt- 


leſs ſaved the poor Glover's Life; 


The F e indeed that the 
Diſcourſe he had heard was very extraor- 
dinary, yet he did not know what to make 
of it: But coming into Town afterwards, and 


hearing the Rumour that flew about of 


his Majeſty. having been aſſaulted, &e. 
he put all Things together, and went 
directly to the Secretary of State with an 
Information; and this Evidence being cor- 
roborated by certain Advice that the King 
received from other Hands, every thing 
was regulated accordingly. 

The Noblemen and others, taken up 


upon this Occaſion, were as follows: 
j 


Due D' Aveiro. 
Dutcheſs D' Aveiro. 


— 


Mar- 


613) : 
Marquis De Alleria. 


Marquis de Tavora, his Wife, and * 
Sons. 


The Marquis of Tavora 8 — 
The Count de Attonquia. 

Don Manuel De Souza. 

. Nuno De Tavora. 
_ De Tavora, &c.&c. ee: 


After which a Reward was offered to any 


who ſhould give a farther Information of 
the Perſons concerned in the Conſpiracy. 
And in Conſequence of it ſeveral others 
were arreſted, though nothing as yet is de- 
termined concerning them. 


% 
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The Duke D' Averro is generally looked 
upon as the chief Contriver of this Con- 
piracy; and as the Motives generally aſ- 
ſigned for his being ſo, is his Ambition to 
get the Crown into his Family, either by 


marrying his Son to the Princeſs of the 
Br 4 


(14) 
Brazils, or elſe to get himſelf proclaimed 
King -in Injury to her Right, by — In- 
treagues of a Faction. 


But I muſt inform you, Sir, that all 
this is very unlikely: For the Duke was 
a Man more odious to the Populace, than 
any Grandee in Portugal. He has always 
behaved very unbecoming his Rank and 
Fortune, in every Reſpect; ſo that even if 
he had ſucceeded in the Buſineſs of Aſſaſ- 
ſination, it is hardly poſſible that he ſhould 
have carried his Point any farther. 


But, Sir, in reality, the Reaſon of his 
embarking in this Diabolical Scheme, was 
Reſentment, not Ambition. The Truth 

of the Caſe is this, as my Brother had it 
from the firſt Clerk of the Treaſury, who 
read the Duke's own Confeſſion, as it was 
taken from the Rack. 


The 


65.) 
The Duke's Uncle, Don Mignel de Mo- 
nezes, had been in great Favour with the 
late King; inſomuch, that his «preſent 
Majeſty, then Prince, was not a little jea- 
lous of his Power. And as Favourites are 
apt to be preſumptious, it is ſaid, that in 
ſome Conferences between the Prince and 
him, in which his Highneſs took him 
pretty ſoundly to Taſk for many Things, 
in which he thought he acted with more 
Prerogative than was fit for a Subje& to 
aſſume, The Miniſter retorted Accuſation 
with Accuſation, and in ſhort payed. f the 
— to his own Ruin. 


| The preſent Kin g of Portugal, tho'a moſt 
excellent Prince, is extremely haughty 
and tenacious of Reſpect. When he came 
to the Crown therefore, one of the firſt 
Things he did, was to revenge himſelf on 
the Inſolence of Don Mignel, whom he 
| baniſhed to by Coaſt of Africa. 


Many 


| \( x6 |) 

Many Sollicitations were mide in his 
"Favour, but in vain ; till about three Years 
ago, when ſome Papers being to be exa- 
mined, relative to his late Adminiſtration, 
on a ſtrict Scrutiny it was thought there was 
Matter of much higher Attainter againſt 

* him; for which even his Life might be 
made anſwerable. ien NEW m 


He was immediately recalled , impriſoned, 
and a Tryal enſued; but Matters of Fact 
were either ſo confuſed, or ſo weak againſt 
him, that it was found impolitick to con- 
demn him on any of them. However, the 
King ſtill continued his Diſpleaſure, and 
commanding him to his former Place 
of Exile, forbid his Friends and F _ 


even to correſpond — hum: 1 {| 


This, Sir you may depend upon being 
the real, and ſole Motive of the Houſe 
D' Aveiro in their late bloody Proje®; 
Think- 


617906 
Thinking it incumbent upon them to 
revenge an Affront, even though ima- 


ginary only, as all the Portugueze do, let 


the Crime committed, and the Danger run 
in the Enterprize, be ever ſo horrid. 


The Duke D' Aveiro was Grand-Maſter 
of the King's Houſhold ; but now all his 
Reſpect and Quality was forfeited, and 
he was no longer regarded but as the vileſt 


Malefactor. The Priſoners were diſpoſed 


of, upon being ſeized, in the following 
Manner: The Duke D'Aveiro with his 
Son, as well the Marquis De Tavera with 
his three Sons, and the Count D'Atlon-— 
gia, his Son in Law, were all Priſoners in 
the Caſtle at Belem, and loaded with Irons. 
Their Food was nothing but Bread and 
Water; and they were each of them put 
to the Rack ſix Times. I have already 
mentioned to you, that all the Relations 
of the principal Conſpirators were ſeized, 

© but 


618) 
but they were not all treated with the ſame 
Rigour. Some of them, for Inſtance, were 
allowed to have their ordinary Domeſticks, 
and were neither guarded nor bolted. Don 
Manuel De Calticris and Antonio De Co „ 
ta are in St. John's Tower. The old Mar- 
chioneſs De Tavora was only cloſely ſhut 
up in the Convent De Grilles, till two Days 
before her Execution, when ſhe was 
brought to the Caſtle where her Sons and 
her Huſband were, but ſhe was not ſuf- 
fered to ſee or ſpeak to either. The Dut- 
cheſs D' Aveiro is in the Convent de Ma- 


dre de Dio, with her Daughters. 


Judicial Proceedings in England and in 
Portugal are quite different; here the King 
and Council are the ſupreme Law. Thoſe 
Conſpirators therefore were proceeded 
againſt no Body knew how, nor can I 
give you any Account -of them till their 


Appearance on Saturday laſt on the Key 
at 


1 


( 19 ) 
at Belem, when they came to be burnt, torn, 
and cut to Pieces, in Sight of the Royal 
Palace, 


At Belem, on the Key, juſt over-againſt 
the Royal.Palace, was a Stage erected, about 
twice as high as a Man: There were Stairs 
on one Side to aſcend; it was Wood, and 
had no Hangings upon it of any Kind. 


Here ſtood the Inſtruments of Death, and 


ſeveral Forms, which were faſtened to the 
Ground, each having a large Piece of Sail- 
cloath lying near it. I believe there might 
be about ſeventy-thouſand Spectators; how- 
ever, *the Scaffold was ſurrounded by both 
Foot and Horſe, all with their Bayonets fixt, 
and juſt as the Clock ſtruck Nine the Tra- 


gedy began, 


The Marchioneſs De Tavora- was the 


firſt who ſuffered ; and though the Caſtle 


was but a little Way, ſhe was brought to 
1 | the 
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the Place of Execution in a covered Wag- 
gon; two ill-looking Fellows being in it 
with her. She was reported to have loſt. 
her Senſes, and I believe it was Truth. 
Her Arms were tied down with a common 
Rope; ſhe was a very tall Woman, and 
might be, as near as I could gueſs, fifty 
Years old. When ſhe aſcended the 
Scaffold, there was a horrid Shout from. 
the Populace; and at the ſame Time the. 
Executioner placed a Stool in the Front 
for her to fit down on; inſtead of which 
ſhe immediately fell on her Knees, and 
continued bowing her Body back and for- 
ward for about five Minutes in great Diſ- 
order. She had a Kind of white Hood on 
her Head, very much ſoil'd, a black Mantle 
over her Shoulders, and her Gown was of 
a rediſh Colour. The Executioner ſigned 
to the two Men who guarded her, upon 
which they took her up, and placed her 
on the Stool, ſeemingly with ſome Difficul- 


ty; 
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ty. Here ſhe was tied, and her Hood and 
Mantle being taken off, the Executioner 
laying hold of her Hair, with one Blow 
of a large Backſword, almoſt cut off her 
Head: I fay almoſt,] for it hung upon 
her Breaſts, and afterwards fell from thence 
into her Lap. Now there was another 
loud Shout, and the Body was taken up, 
laid upon one of the Forms, and covered 
with a Sail-cloth. 


Then came Joſepb Maria, her Son, a 
Lad of about ſixteen Vears of Age, and as 
beautiful a Youth as ever I laid my Eyes 
on; he was in Regimentals. They {tript 
him to his Shirt and Breeches immediately; 
and being tied to the Wheel, or rather 
Croſs, the firſt Executioner put a Rope of 
Catgut about his Neck, and ſtrangled 
him. For my Part, I could not bear to look, 
as his Face was uncovered. When this was 
near done the other Executioner broke 


him; 


if 


. 
him; and his Body was laid and covered 
like his Mothers. 


The Count D' Attonguia had been in a 
Fever ſome Days; and when he appeared 
with the young Marquis De Tavora, 
a very handſome well made Man, he 
Was not able to ſtand up. They were 
both ſerved in the ſame Manner with Jo- 
feph Maria. The young Marquis behaved 
with great Intrepidity ; but the Servants, 
who afterwards ſuffered, behaved frantick, 
ſtruggling (though they were all ſtrangled 
before they were broke) with the Officers, 
and making a great Noiſe. 


The old Marquis of Tavora was broke 
on the Wheel alive ; poor Gentleman, he 
had received the Rack ſo often, that he 
was hardly able to get up the Stairs, He 
came to the Place of Execution in an open 
Cart with the Duke D' Aveiro, who re- 
. mained 


l ( 23) 
mained in it, at the Foot of the Scaffold, 
while the other was diſpatched before his 
Eyes. After they had taken the Ropes 
from his Arms, and the Irons from his 
Legs, in order to fix him to the Wheel, he 
went towards the Sail-cloths, and lifted 
them up every one without being hindered; 
but when he came to his younger Son's 
Body, he kneeled down, kiſſed the Corps, 
and wept loud; he then ſpoke ſomething 
to the Executioner, and took hold of the 
Iron- crow with which he was to be broke. 
The Executioner ſeemed to ſhew him ſome 
Reſpect. He was then tied to the Engine, and 
they broke his right Arm, upon which a He- 
rald proclaimed his Crime; but his Shrieks, 
Sir, would have pierced the hardeſt Heart; 
nor did they ever ceaſe, (I believe he might, 
though he received but three Blows alive, 
be near a Quarter of an Hour under the 
Executioner's Hands) till he got the Coup 


4 Grace, as they call it. 
Then 


Toms )) - - 
Then mounted the Duke, who was 
treated worſe than any of them. His Hands 
were inſtantly chopped off, under a Sup- 
poſition that he had fired one of the Blun- 
derbuſles at the King: Then, bleeding as 
he was, he was tied to the Wheel, where 
he languiſhed an Hour and a Quarter, re- 
ceiving eight Strokes. In about half an 
Hour his Face became totally black, and 
his Screams at every Stroke was enough to 
frighten one. With the laſt Stroke they 
broke his Belly, and his Bowels came out; 
then he was laid aſide like the Reſt. 


Upon this two Fellows came on the 
Stage with Tools, where they fixed up a 
Couple of Stakes, with pitched Seats, and 
a Quantity of Fewel was brought, to burn 
the Duke D' Averro's Bravo, who had ſhot 
the King. He mounted in a pitched Coat, 

and being forced to fit down to the Stake, 
| | | to 
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to which he was chained; the Bodies 
were brought, one by: one, and placed 
round him, being all ſhrewed over - with 
Roſin, I believe about an Inch thick; then 
the Faggots were laid on, and the Whole 
ſet on Fire; but this is a Scene which will 
not bear Deſcription. After the Execution 


the Aſhes were ſwept up, and thrown into 
the Tagus.  - 


* 


During the Time of the Execution, all 
the Conſpirators Houſes were pulled down 
to the Ground, and as ſoon as the Rub- 


bage can be removed, the Places on which 
they ſtood will be ſown with Salt. All 
thoſe of their Families, which either 
through Juſtice, or Mercy, ſhall be ſpared, 
will be obliged to change their Names ; 
for I muſt let you know that the Conſpi- 
rators were degraded from their Honours 


the Day before they ſuffered, and their 
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